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Reference Services 

 

Reference services include answering queries, verifying citations, preparing 

bibliographies, assisting in the use of the library's online catalogue,            

instructing in techniques for finding information, etc.  

 

Our Information Desk serves as the main point of contact for all readers    

requiring information about library services.  

 

The Circulation Desk is responsible for the lending and use of material in the 

Library. The Loans System is fully automated.   

 

The OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) allows you to search for  

information held by the University Campus Libraries. 

 

Multimedia & Information Technology Services 

 

The M&IT Unit provides access to: 

 

The Multimedia Collection  

Electronic Information Resources 

Network Internet Access  

Wireless Internet Access  

Photocopying, Printing & Scanning Services -   Black & White/

Colour  for current  Students of the University.                                               
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LIBRARY SERVICES 

--Hours of Opening-- 
Semester Hours  

Mon-Thur 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
Fri 8:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Sat 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 
Vacation Hours 

Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sat 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
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  ONLINE  BIBLIOGRAPHIC  DATABASES  

Free Access on the Internet 

 
 

Bireme http://www.bvs.br           

 

Click on the word „English‟, then on “Bibliographic Search”.  From here one can select from a wide 

range of medical databases. Of special importance is the MEDCARIB database, which covers  the 

English-speaking  Caribbean health-related literature produced by Caribbean authors, published region-

ally and pertinent to the Caribbean. 

 

PubMed http://www.pubmed.gov  

 

PubMed is the National Library of Medicine's search service that provides access to over 12 million 

citations. Medline is a database of medical literature citations in a family of databases called Medical 

Literature Analysis and Retrieval System or MEDLARS. 

 

PubMedCentral  http://pubmedcentral.nih.gov 

 

      Provides free online access to the full text of life sciences research articles. 

 

SciELO  http://www.scielo.org  

 

The Scientific Electronic Library Online makes available on the Internet, the full text articles from over 

200 scientific journals of Latin America countries. However, many of the articles are in Spanish and 

Portuguese. The West Indian Medical Journal is indexed in this database. 

 

  TTVHL http://www.vhl.org.tt 

 

A Trinidad and Tobago initiative of the Virtual Health Library (VHL). The VHL is a collection or    

network of health information sources in the Latin American and Caribbean Region, universally       

accessible on the Internet and compatible with international databases. 

 

Directory Of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) http://www.doaj.org  

 

A service that offers online access to free, full text, quality controlled scientific and scholarly journals. 

A wide range of research subjects are covered in many languages. There are now over 4,000 journals in 

the directory. 

 

BioMedCentral http://www.biomedcentral.com 

 

BMC provides free full text access of all original research papers published in any of its 80+ online 

journals in the fields of biology, pharmacy and medicine. „Open Access‟ to articles without charge. As 

UWI has “Supporters Membership”, there is a 15% discount on authors‟ fees. 
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The Cochrane Library http://www.cochrane.org   

 

(If you are on the Campus Network check http://cochrane.bireme.br  and go to the English version/ 

then the Cochrane Library Link or use the link on the MSL webpage – 

www.mainlib.uwi.tt/msl/index.htm then click on Cochrane Library.) The Cochrane Library consists of 

a regularly updated collection of evidence-based medicine databases. 

 

Library-Subscribed Databases ï Go to the MSL website http://www.mainlib.uwi.tt/msl/index.htm 

 

If you are on a computer connected to the campus network you may access the following resources by 

clicking on the ñDatabases" link. You do not need a username or password. 

If you are off-campus, on a computer with Internet access, click on the ñConnecting off-campusò link,   

enter your student ID no. and date-of-birth or password.  

 

   CAB Abstracts 

 

 A bibliographic database published by CAB International that contains abstracts covering interna-

 tional research in the applied life sciences from 1973 to present. Access is limited to five concur-

 rent users. 

        

  EBSCOhost 

 

        A multi-database system that provides access to several databases, including Biological Abstracts,   

        International Pharmaceutical Abstracts, PsycARTICLES, PsycINFO among others. 

 

  EBSCOhost Electronic Journals Service 

       

        A service provided by EBSCOhost that lists electronic journals for which there is full text access   

        via the Campus Network.  There are however a few journals that require username and password, and    

        in those instances, access is only available from within the Library.    

 

  INDEX TO THESES  

   

       A comprehensive listing of theses with abstracts accepted for higher degrees by universities in  

       Great Britain and Ireland since 1716.  

 

  MICROMEDEX Health Care Series 

 

     Access to the Pharmaceutical databases – DRUGDEX, DRUGREAX and Martindale.  

     Kinetidex is available at the MSL Library. 

 

  OCLC FIRSTSEARCH  

   

      An online service offers seamless access to a broad range of databases, full text collections and select  

       lists covering a wide range of research topics.  

 
 

It is highly recommended that if you require articles in other disciplines or in peripheral health subject areas, you 

should look at the Electronic Resources links on the MSL website, http://www.mainlib.uwi.tt/msl/index.htm 

There are other databases listed here, for example, Emerald, ProQuest, SIDALAC Agricola, Food Science and 

Technology Abstracts, AGRIS/CARIS,  etc. 
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LIBRARY FACTS & FIGURES  

2009 

Founded: 1989 

 

Staff: 5 Professional and 31 Support staff. 

 

Services:  Reference services; circulation services to both print and multimedia items;  

                 Internet access; Inter-library loan; photocopying, printing and scanning. 

 

Collection: 34,850 books; 6,900 bound periodical volumes; over 1,100 multimedia items;   

                    455 periodical and 4 newspapers subscriptions. 

 

Special Collections: West Indian Medical Collection; PAHO; Multimedia Collection. 

 

Electronic Resources: Databases:  BioMed Central, Cochrane Library, EBSCOhost, EbscoHost Electronic  

                                                          Journals Service, OCLC  FirstSearch, IPA, Micromedex (DRUGDEX,  

                                                          DRUGREAX & Martindale)  

                                     Research service: Faculty of 1000 Biology.  

                                    Bibliographic software: EndNote XI, Reference Manager 10.  

                                   Pharmokinetic software: Kinetidex software. 

 

Special Library Projects: Contributes to MEDCARIB & LILACS databases, TTVHL. 

 

Items Added to Book Collection: 488 

 

Registered Users: 2,359      

 

Seating Capacity: 270 

 

Lending of Items (External circulation): 33,258 

 

Automated Operations: 5 Computerized Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) terminals. Catalogue also  

                                         available via the  MSL website. 

 

Information Commons: 22 Computers with Internet Access; 5 VCR and TV units;  

           1 Slide tape viewer, DVD/CD Player, 1 Overhead Projector;  

                                          2 Multimedia projectors, 1 Scanner and 3 portable Whyte Boards. 

 

Special Facilities: 4 Seminar Rooms, 1 multimedia-equipped Group Viewing Room and a 

                               Computer Training Room. 
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